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peacock/' " the necklace of beauty/' and suchlike Oriental
imagery. For them it is one of the four Edeus, although
the city proper, enclosed within its crumbling walls and
projecting towers, is far from corresponding with the
favourable impression produced by a more distant prospect.
The irregular and narrow streets wind along between high
dead walls, broken at long intervals by small grated
windows, but nowhere relieved by any touches of art.
The monotonous piles of dull stone are varied only by a
few ancient gateways, which alone make any attempt at
architectural display.

Of great historic interest is the former Church of
St. John, now the largest mosque in Islam. But more
attractive are the numerous bazaars, in extent and rich-
ness surpassing most of those elsewhere met with in
Eastern cities. Amongst their motley throngs nearly all
the peoples of the East are represented.

Nearly due north of Damascus are (Horns (Emessa),;
,Hamah)(Epiphania), and Aleppo. Horns is still a con-
siderable place on the right bank of the Orontes. Hainah,
on the same river and a little farther north, is an almost
exclusively Moslem town, in the neighbourhood of which
is the interesting Ala district described farther back.
Still farther north, and about midway between the
Euphrates and the coast, is Aleppo, second only to
Damascus in size and importance. Capital of a vilayet,
it does a considerable local and transit trade, and is
occupied with some long-established industries. An old
aqueduct still supplies it with water from some perennial
springs 8 miles off. Aleppo was wasted by a terrific
earthquake in 1822, since which time it has never quite
recovered its former prosperity.

"The general aspect of the interior of the, town is
extremely substantial for an Oriental city. The streets
are built of excellent freestone, well-fashioned, and the